
 

Shoreland Alteration and/or Grading/Filling   

Submittal Requirements 

Land Disturbing Activities shall comply with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Best 
Management Practices (BMP’s).   

The purpose of requiring this information as a part of the permit application process is to minimize both 
short-term and long-term erosion, contain sediment on site, manage post construction runoff to better 
protect our lakes.   
 
All shoreland alterations are considered a Construction Stormwater Permit Category 2 Land disturbing 
activity and the plan for such work MUST contain the following information as applicable to project and be 
prepared by a licensed design professional:   
 
□ A clearly legible and complete Alexandria Construction Stormwater Permit application.   

□ Drawings prepared to an easily legible scale, shall be clearly labels with a north arrow and a date of 
preparation.  

□ Names, addresses and phone numbers of the licensed design professional. 

□ Project description including property boundaries, areas to be disturbed, and the nature and 
purpose of that land disturbing activity and the amount of grading involved.   

□ Spot elevations of proposed grades in relation to existing grades on the subject property and 
adjacent properties.   

□ Existing site conditions including topography, vegetation and drainage arrows.   

□ Areas where finished slope will be steeper than 3:1. 

□ Critical erosion areas including areas on the site that have potential for erosion problems.   

□ Erosion and sediment control devices including methods to be used to control erosion on the site, 
both during and after the construction activity.   

□ Location and type of storm drain inlet protection for all stormwater inlets downstream of the site 
within one block or as directed by City Engineer, wetlands, wet sediment basins and lakes.   

□ Location of material stockpiles. 

□ Plan for temporary site stabilization.   

□ Permanent stabilization including how the site will be stabilized after construction is completed, 
including specifications.   

□ Temporary construction site vehicle exit location and material that it will be constructed of.   



 

 

□ Adjacent areas including neighboring streams, roads, residential areas, etc. that might be affected 
by the land disturbing activity.   

□ Project schedule including a projected timeframe for completion of all activities.   

□ Phasing of construction including the nature and purpose of the land disturbing activity, utilities and 
building construction.   

□ Provisions for the removal of temporary synthetic erosion prevention and sediment control BMP’s 
upon establishment of permanent vegetation.  

□ FOR BLUFF AND STEEP SLOPES:   Surveyed elevations (using North American Vertical Datum of 
1988) at:  

• Benchmark 
• Existing ground defining areas of steeper than 3:1 slope. 
• Construction activity disturbance area.   

□ Standard illustrations (details) of proper installation of erosion prevention and sediment control 
BMP’s (MnDOT details provided in packet for reference. 

  

Review of grading/filling and/or shoreland alteration applications will be conducted by the Soil and 
Water Conservations District (SCWD) and others prior to permit issuance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be advised that applications that do not have ALL applicable required 
information WILL be returned to applicant.   

 



  
 

                 

SHORELAND ALTERATION INFORMATION SHEET* 

 

Permits Required 

 
A shoreland alteration permit is required for any 
activity within the building setback area 
including, but not limited to vegetation 
removal, paths, retaining walls, ice ridge 
alterations, sand blankets, patios, gazebos and 
similar work. 

 

Additional permits/approvals may be required 
depending upon the scope of the project. The 
applicant is advised to consult with the 
Community Development Department along 
with appropriate state and federal agencies to 
determine whether additional reviews, 
approvals or permits are required. Any activity 
below the OHW of DNR Protected Water may 
require a permit from the DNR. 
 

Terms & Definitions 
 

Bluff - A topographic feature such as a hill, cliff or 
embankment having the following characteristics: 

1. Part or all of the feature is located in the 
shoreland area. 

2. The slope rises at least 25 feet or more 
above the Ordinary High Water (OHW). 

3. The grade of the slope from the toe of the 
bluff to a point 25 feet or more above the 
OHW averages 30 percent or greater; and 

4. The slope must drain toward the waterbody. 

 
Bluff Impact Zone - A bluff and land located within 
20 feet from the top of the bluff. 

 

OHW - Ordinary High-Water Mark: Commonly the 
point where the natural vegetation changes from 
predominately aquatic to terrestrial. 

 

SIZ - Shore Impact Zone: Land located between 

the OHW and 50% of the structure setback. 
 
Shoreland - Land located within 1,000 feet of a 
lake. 

 

Steep Slope - Lands having average slopes of 
12%- 30% as measured over 50 or more feet.   

 

Work within Bluffs 

  
• Structures and accessory facilities, except stairways 

and landings, shall not be placed within the bluff 
impact zone. 

 

• Intensive vegetation clearing within shore and bluff 
impact zones is not allowed. 

 

• In shore and bluff impact zones and on steep slopes, 
limited clearing of trees and shrubs and cutting, 
pruning, and trimming of trees is allowed to provide a 
view to the water from the principal dwelling site and 
to accommodate the placement of access paths, 
beach and watercraft access areas, and permitted 
water-oriented accessory structures, provided that the 
screening of structures, vehicles, or other facilities as 
viewed from the water, assuming summer, leaf-on 
conditions, is not substantially reduced. 

 

• No grading is allowed in bluff impact zones. 
 

• Fill or excavated material may not be placed in bluff 
impact zones. 

 

• Roads, driveways, and parking areas must not be 
placed within bluff impact zones, when other 
reasonable and feasible placement alternatives exist. 

Vegetation Alterations 
 

The removal of trees, limbs, or branches that are dead, 
diseased, or pose safety hazards is allowed. 
Additionally, removal of invasive species, such as 
buckthorn, as defined by the DNR is allowed provided 
the area is re-vegetated with a native non-invasive 
species. 

 

Grading & Filling within the Shoreland 
 

The following conditions must be adhered to: 

 
1. Grading or filling in any wetland must be 

conducted in accordance with the rules of the 

Minnesota Wetlands Conservation Act.  
amended. 

 



(Grading & Filling Continued) 

 
2.  Alterations must be designed and 

conducted in a manner that ensures the 
smallest amount of bare ground is exposed 
for the shortest time possible. 

 
3.  Mulches or similar materials must be used, 

for temporary bare soil coverage, and a 
permanent vegetation cover must be 
established as soon as possible. 

 
4. Methods to minimize soil erosion and to trap 

sediments before they reach any surface 
water features must be used. 

 
5. Altered areas must be stabilized in accord 

with appropriate (BMP’s) Best Management 
Practices. 

 

6. Fill or excavated material must not be 
placed in a manner that creates an unstable 
slope. 

 
7. Plans to place fill or excavated material on 

steep slopes must be reviewed and 
approved by a certified engineer for 
continued slope stability and must not 
create finished slopes of 30 percent or 
greater. 

 
8. Alterations below the OHW are subject to a 

Protected Waters Permit from the DNR. 
 

Review of grading/filling and/or shoreland alteration 

applications will be conducted by the Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD) and others 
prior to permit issuance.  

Placement of Natural Rock Riprap 
 

Limited installation of natural rock riprap is 
permitted to control existing erosion when the 
following conditions are met: 

 

• Rip Rap of entire shoreline is strongly 
discouraged.  
  

•  Rip rap to be done in accord with the DNR 
specifications.  Shoreline Alterations: 
Riprap (state.mn.us) 

 
 
 
 
 

Retaining Walls 
 

Retaining walls may be allowed in the setback area 
provided the Community Development Department 
and SCWD determines that there is no other 
alternative to control erosion. No tier of a retaining wall 
shall exceed four (4) feet in height without a plan 
signed by a registered professional engineer and 
approved building permit.  

 

Sand Blanket Beaches 
 

New beaches shall not extend more than ten (10) feet 
waterward of the OHW, exceed 50 feet in width or ½ 
the width of the lot, whichever is less and may be up to 
six (6) inches thick. 

 

• Beach installation to comply with DNR 
requirements.  Shoreline Alterations: Beach 
Blanket (state.mn.us) 

 

Public/Private Watercraft Access 

Ramps, Approach Roads, and 

Related Parking 
 

Watercraft access ramps, approach roads and related 
parking to comply with DNR requirements.  Water 
Access: Installing a Boat Ramp (state.mn.us) 

 

 

 
**A City Construction Stormwater Permit must be 
obtained in addition to the grading/filling or shoreland 
alteration permit.     
 
Note:  *This document is only a general summary of the 
City of Alexandria’s Shoreland regulations.  Always 
consult the City Code for specifics.  
 
 
 

City of Alexandria 
704 Broadway 

Alexandria, MN  56308 
(320)763-6678 

www.alexandriamn.city 
 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_riprap.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_riprap.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_sand_blanket.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_sand_blanket.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_boat_ramps.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_boat_ramps.pdf
http://www.alexandriamn.city/


SHORELAND ALTERATION PERMIT APPLICATION 
www.alexandriamn.city 

 
 
 
Date App. Received ____/______/______ 

 
Date App. Approved ____/______/______ 

 

City of Alexandria  
704 Broadway  

Alexandria, MN  56308 
320-763-6678 

permits@alexandriamn.city 

  
PERMIT NUMBER:  __________________ 
 

Permit Fee:  $150.00 
 
Date Fee Rec’d: ____________________ 
 

 
 
Site Address:  _________________________________________________________       Parcel Number:  63- ___________-_________   
 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Property Owner Name (Last, First MI)                                                         Phone  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Property Owner Address                                                                                   City, State & Zip  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Property Owner Email Address 
 

Applicant/Contractor/Design Professional Information: 
 
Applicant is:       □ Owner           □ Contractor         □  Licensed Design Professional 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant/Contractor Name (Last, First, MI)                                    Business Name 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant/Contractor Address                                                                       City, State & Zip  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant/Contractor Email Address               Phone 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Licensed Professional Name               License Number:   
 

 
Proposed Start Date: _________________ Proposed Completion Date: _______________ Plan Submitted    Yes    □      No     □ 
 

 
TYPE OF WORK (Check all that apply)   
 

Earthmoving  □ 
 
     Fill    □ 
     Cut  □ 
 

Cubic Yards in SIZ 
 
 

Dimension(s) of Work Area(s)   Maximum Depth of Cut 
 
Maximum Depth of Fill 

    
     Fill    □ 
     Cut  □ 
 

Cubic Yards Outside SIZ Dimension(s) of Work Area(s) Maximum Depth of Cut 
 
Maximum Depth of Fill 
 

 Distance from OHW Height above OHW  
 
 
 

http://www.alexandriamn.city/
mailto:permits@alexandriamn.city


Rip-Rap  □ Cubic Yards Rock Feet of Shoreline to be Rip-Rapped Per DNR Specifications 
     Yes     □ 
      No     □  
 
 

Sand Blanket     □ Cubic Yards in SIZ Dimension of Work Area Per DNR Specifications 
     Yes     □ 
     No      □ 

Stairs/Landings  □ Maximum Depth of Cut Stair Width 
 
Number of Treads 
 

Number of Landings 
 
Size of Landings 

Other Project    □ Please Describe 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
Proposed Erosion Control Methods:    
 
 Sod □     Mulch Only □     Fiber Blanket  □     Straw Bale Checks  □      Geotextile Fabric  □      Seed & Mulch  □       Silt Fence  □    
 Bio-roll   □     Floating Silt Curtain □     Other    □         

 
Comments: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agreement:  I the undersigned hereby make an application for the work described and located as shown herein.  I hereby certify that the 
information herein is true and correct and agree to conduct the work in accordance with the provisions of the Alexandria City Code and other 
applicable regulations.  I further agree that any plans and specifications submitted shall become part of this application.   
 
Signature of Applicant:   _____________________________________________________________ Date:  ___________________________ 
 
 
Permit:  Permission is hereby granted to the above-named applicant to perform the work described in this application.  This permit is granted 
on the express condition that the person to whom it is granted, and their agents, shall conform in all respect to the provisions set forth in the 
Alexandria City Code.  If any of the information provided by the applicant in their application is later found to be to be inaccurate, the City may 
revoke the permit based upon the supplying of inaccurate information.   
 
Signature of Permitting Authority:  ____________________________________________________ Date:  __________________________ 
 
 
 



rcrmt;r:(., -MANAGEMENT

ALEXANDRIA
CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER PERMIT

(csP)
CSP Permit Number:

Other Permit Number:

Date lssued:

City of Alexandria
704 Broadway

Alexandria, MN 56308
(3201 7 53-6678 Telephone

(320) 753-3511 Fax

Site !nformation

Project Address: Owners Name:

ProjectName:ProjectTypelAcrestobeDisturbed:

Natural Resource Feature within 100 feet: Yes E No E Storm Drain within 100 feet: Yes E No E

lf Yes, ldentify l,latural Resource Feature(s):

ProposedstartDate:ProposedCompletionDate:
Scope of Land Disturbance Activitv:

tr Category 1 Land Disturbance
tr Category 2 Land Disturbance
tr Category 3 Land Disturbance*

* Separate MPCA Construction Stormwoter Permit Reouired

tr Part of Common Development Plan

tr Site within 1 mile of Lake Winona

Best Management Practices

Areas not being actively worked to be stabilized within 14 days.
**(Areas within 1 mile of Lake Winona 7 days)

lnstall/maintain perimeter controls and sediment barriers.
Keep discharge points and receiving waters free of sediment.
Protect natural resources (streams, wetlands, mature trees, etc).
Properly protect storm drain inlets.
Keep sediment from tracking onto street.
Keep trash/litter collected and contained.
Keep concrete washout areas clearly marked and maintained.
Keep fueling, cleaning, maintenance areas free of leaks and spills.
Keep potential stormwater contaminants inside or under cover.
Make sure previously disturbed areas are/remain stabilized.
Properly located and stabilize all stockpiles.
Check site for compliance after each %-inch (+) rain event.

ParW Responsible for Installing. lmplementing and
Maintaining Erosion and Sediment Control per Plan

tr Operator/GeneralContractor

tr Owner (if Owner is Operator/General Contractor)

Contact Person:

city:Jtater-zip:-
fall.

Fmril.

GENERAT NOTES TO PERMITEE:

The costs associated with an on-site review by the City Engineer of
reported stormwater management violations will be the
responsibility of the property owner. Re-inspections of Non-
Compliant Erosion and Sediment Control BMPs will be subject to re-
inspection fees and may result in a "stop work" order being issued to
the site. Any permit issued becomes invalid if the work authorized
by the permit is suspended or abandoned for more than 180 days.

The 180 days commences the first day the work was suspended or
abandoned.

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate and complete.
I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for
knowing violations.

Print Name and Title:

Signature of Permit

Approved By: Date:

Valid 01I01I2O24 thru I2l31I2024
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